POLICY

world Vision

Making sure the 2012
G20 works for children

u nutrition and food security outcomes
for children through ‘nutrition-sensitive’ agriculture
and increased support for country efforts to
reduce undernutrition.

u a stronger focus on children within the
sustainable development agenda.

the perspectives of Least
Developed Countries in future G20 planning by
establishing an annual consultation process between
the G20 and Least Developed Countries.

THE G20 HAS PROVEN ITSELF to be a
powerful mechanism to build coordinated global
action around key economic and financial issues. As
part of these efforts, the G20 has taken a number of
steps to improve address volatile food prices,
increase agricultural production and improve food
security. However, action to date by the G20 on the
global nutrition crisis is missing the urgency and focus
that the scale and severity of the problem requires.
Inadequate nutrition is the underlying cause of over
2.5 million child deaths annually,! and limits the
growth and potential of more than 170 million
children worldwide.?

The G20 is rightly concerned with building global
economic stability. However, it should give a similar
level of targeted attention to improving nutrition
outcomes for children. Good nutrition provides one
of the first and best chances for child survival and
development throughout life, and its positive impacts
are also felt by families, communities and countries.
Proper nutrition during a child’s first 1,000 days —
through pregnancy to two years of age — supports
healthy brain development, physical growth, and the

ability to stave off or fight immediate threats to life
during and after childbirth, and deadly childhood
illness. Nutrition is so critical to human well-being
that investing in improved nutrition that reduces
infant and child stunting can lead to an estimated two
to three per cent growth in the economic wealth of
developing countries.3

The critical role of agriculture and food security
policies and programmes in reducing child under-
nutrition has been recognised by the G20 Agriculture
Ministers. However, the G20 governments have yet
to deliver a comprehensive and sustainable response
to address those issues.

The leaders of the world’s largest economies must
accept their political and moral responsibility to
provide the sustained focus, action and resources
needed to turn the tide against undernutrition. The
G20 leaders must send a strong signal to other world
leaders in 2012, including at the Rio+20 Conference
on Sustainable Development in Brazil, that they will
invest and play their part in giving millions more
children the best start to life.
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I. Improve nutrition and food security by:

B ensuring that agriculture policies, programmes and
development  assistance  support  country-led
strategies that are ‘nutrition-sensitive’ and include
improved child nutrition as a key measurable
objective;

B endorsing the Framework for Scaling Up Nutrition
(SUN)# and supporting country scale-up of efforts to
reduce undernutrition; and

B providing more and better-coordinated support
for small-scale farmers, with a special focus on
women farmers.

To date, areas that have the potential to improve
nutrition for children — such as agriculture and food
security, social welfare, and education — have not
mobilised their resources in a coordinated way, and
in some cases are not working to improve nutrition
at all. In order for agricultural and other food security
interventions to contribute to improved nutrition
security, improved nutrition outcomes — particularly
for children — must be an explicit objective of
agricultural policy and programmes, with the
integration of nutrition outcomes in performance
measurement systems.

In their 2011 Action Plan on Food Price Volatility and
Agriculture, G20 Agriculture Ministers called for
specific attention to be given to ‘improving the quality
and diversity of agricultural production and to
developing a nutrition-sensitive agricultural policy in
all parts of the world in order to ensure access to
nutritious food.”> However, the G20 leaders did not
highlight this subsequently as an area for action within
their 201 | Deauville Communiqué. G20 leaders must
now task Agriculture Ministers within G20 member
countries to develop nutrition-sensitive agricultural
policies and also to provide support for countries
with a high burden of undernutrition to develop and
implement these. One mechanism for this is the
Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN) movement. Many G20
countries already have endorsed the SUN
Framework and the recently formed SUN Leaders
Group includes Ministerial representatives from five
of the G20 members, including Indonesia, the United
States and the European Union.
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2. Ensure a stronger focus on children within
the sustainable development agenda by:

B establishing child health and nutrition outcomes as
key indicators for measuring impact across sectors
and ministries including agriculture, energy, climate
and the environment;

B continuing to scale up efforts to meet existing
international goals to improve maternal and child health.

The health status of children is one of the best
measures of sustainable development. Moreover,
research shows that ‘a 5% improvement in child
survival raises economic growth by 1% per year over
the subsequent decade.’® However, over 7 million
children under the age of five still die each year,
mainly from preventable causes, and almost one third
of these deaths are in G20 member countries.”

The G20 has an opportunity to provide leadership in
further reducing these deaths to meet the Millennium
Development Goal deadline of 2015 and also
ensuring that sustainable approaches to development
prioritise better child health and nutrition outcomes
by including relevant key indicators in development
plans and programmes.

3. Incorporate the perspectives of Least
Developed Countries in future G20 planning
by establishing an annual consultation process
between the G20 and Least Developed Countries.

The G20 invites a small number of non-member
countries to participate in the summit each year. This
practice should be supplemented by a specific
consultation process with Least Developed Countries
early in the annual planning process. At present, the
special needs and perspectives of the Least
Developed Countries are rarely considered by the
G20 members, who tend to have different priorities.
Such a consultation process, along with thorough
reporting back on actions taken by the G20, can
serve to broaden its perspective as well as ensure
greater legitimacy for the group.
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